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Minutes of the Meeting of the Cumberland County Library Commission
May 13th, 2026

IN ATTENDANCE: Bart Feldman, Donna Levick, Genora Rosypal, Jaqueline Gates (virtually), and Director
Nichole Gardner.

Not Present: County Commissioner James Sauro, County Commissioner Arthur Marchand, and Dante Land.

The Cumberland County Library Commission Board meeting was called to order by Chair Bart Feldman under
Sunshine Law at 5:10 PM.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Donna Levick motioned to approve April 8th, 2026, minutes. Motion seconded by Jaqueline Gates.
Three ayes, carried with no opposition.

Donna Levick motioned to approve April 23, 2026, special meeting minutes. Motion seconded by Jaqueline
Gates. Three ayes, carried with no opposition.

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION 2026-016 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF APRIL BILLS
Donna Levick motioned to pass Resolution 2026-016, Jaqueline Gates seconded. All in favor, motion passed.

FINANCAIL REPORT
The motion to accept the financial report as of April 30, 2026, was made by Donna Levick, seconded by

Jacqueline Gates. All in favor. Motion carried.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS

Technical Services

Tech Librarian Myron Estelle confirmed that we have been approved to apply for E-Rate funding for the 2026-
2027 period.
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EBSCO Research Database experienced their largest month in many years. Value Line continues to be one of
the most heavily used electronic resources for Cumberland County patrons.

On Hoopla, April expenses remained within the same $1,000-$1,300 range seen from the beginning of the
year.

Adult Services

Reference Librarian Tom Ayars continues to facilitate free adult literacy classes in partnership with Literacy
New Jersey.

Tom has scheduled the musical performances that will be paid for through the Cultural and Heritage
Commission Grant. Performances include classic showtunes in September, musician/singer in October and a
concert of Christmas tunes in December. Tom has also scheduled a horticulture program for this summer.
Tom also noted that his Reel Thing movie program had 8 attendees- the highest number in a year and the 2"
highest number ever for the program.

Circulation

Circulation supervisor Jolie Lang has been working on clearing the database of unactive patron accounts.
Previously, expired patron records more than 10 years old were removed. After speaking with the other
librarians, the decision was made to reduce that down to accounts expired for 5 years.

The book lockers have been getting more popular. Jolie will be hosting a presentation in June about the
lockers, library services and signing community members up for cards.

Jolie has been working on making sure the library’s website is meeting ADA standards, that were supposed to
be implemented by the end of April. That deadline has been moved to April 2027.

Youth Services

Youth Services Librarian Terri Carpenter reported 21 teens registered for our Teen Lock-In program and it was
a great success. Assistant Mike McGill and Director Nichole Gardner helped out, along with other staff. Youth
Services staff Carey and Tressie were instrumental in planning and Tressie went above and beyond with the
many props and decorations. Following the event, Terri received an email from a parent thanking us for having
the program and telling us that her daughter and her friends “had a blast.”

For National Library Week Emily came up with the idea to have a contest to name the dragon puppet that lives
at the top of the Kid’s Kingdom castle. The winning name was Gigglesnout.
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Teens helped clean up the rain garden on Earth Day Terri will also be working with a local Girl Scout Troop to
plan native plants in our raised garden beds this spring.

Terri had several offsite visits this month and the Bridgeton Public Schools Pathways Program visited the
library for a tour.

Summer Reading Program planning is underway. The theme is Unearth a Story and programs will be held July
6 through August 15.

OLD BUSINESS

Ingram

The library is still working on replacement vendors for Ingram Library Services Inc. Bookazine, Co. Inc., has
been accepted as a vendor. Jolie has completed training for ordering new adult material. Follett Content
Solutions, LLC, has also been accepted as a new vendor and Terri Carpenter has completed and returned their
Processing Form. Terri is waiting for follow-up before completing any training for youth material.

Playground Update
A rendering was provided and is currently over budget. The Rec department is continuing to work on
correcting the overage.

NEW BUSINESS

Department of Labor

The Department of Labor has reached out regarding a 55+ Workforce program. Nichole has sent the contract
to admin to see if this is something the library can move forward with. The Department of Labor would be
responsible for interviewing, vetting, and paying participants. The library director would conduct interviews
solely to see if an individual would be a good fit at the library.

Movie Night
The motion to approve an after-hours teen movie night in July (date to be determined) was made by Donna

Levick. Motion seconded by Genora Rosypal. Three ayes, carried with no opposition.

Teen Lock-in
The motion to approve an after-hours teen lock-in on August 15, 2026 was made by Donna Levick. Motion
seconded by Genora Rosypal. Three ayes, carried with no opposition.
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Lost and Found
Nichole has been in contact with Legal regarding changes to the Lost and Found policy. Pending Legal, Nichole
will have an updated policy for next month's commission meeting.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

The three-day April book sale netted $1,015 with five bags of books being sold for inmates at the county jail.
The Native Plant sale continues to May 22", with plants to be picked up on June 5t and 6. As of April 30t",
over $1,000 has been raised. The FOCCL are purchasing a logoed canopy and tablecloth for special events.
Additional funding support being provided by FOCCL for the Teen Lock-in, Adult programming, and Yoga
Classes. The FOCCL are working on coordinating a Spanish as a Second Language program.

PUBLIC PORTION
Donna Levick made a motion to open public comment. Genora Rosypal seconded the motion. All in favor, the
motion passed.

A member of the public asked about having a Death Café. This would be to talk about, ask questions, and have
conversations regarding anything related to death. The Office on Aging would help coordinate this event.

Donna Levick made a motion to close public comment. Genora Rosypal seconded the motion. All in favor, the
motion passed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
A motion to enter Executive Session was made by Donna Levick and seconded by Genora Rosypal. Three ayes,
carried with no opposition.

A motion to exit Executive Session was made by Donna Levick and seconded by Genora Rosypal. Three ayes,
carried with no opposition.

GOOD OF THE ORDER
The internal commission contact sheet was completed.

ADJOURNMENT 6:02 PM
Donna Levick made a motion to adjourn the meeting with Genora Rosypal seconding. All in favor. Motion
carried.

————————— XL M eeting to be held June 10th, 2026
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