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Minutes of the Meeting of the Cumberland County Library Commission
March 11th, 2026

IN ATTENDANCE: Bart Feldman, Donna Levick, Genora Rosypal, Jacqueline Gates (virtually), Dante Land,
County Commissioner Marchand (virtually), Director Nichole Gardner. Not Present: County Commissioner
James Sauro.

The Cumberland County Library Commission Board meeting was called to order by Chair Bart Feldman under
Sunshine Law at 5:05 PM.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Donna Levick motioned to approve February 11, 2026 minutes. Motion seconded by Genora Rosypal.
Five ayes, carried with no opposition.

RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION 2026-010 AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF FEBRUARY BILLS
Donna Levick motioned to pass Resolution 2026-010, Genora Rosypal seconded. All in favor, motion passed.

RESOLUTION 2026-011 AMENDING BUDGET AND ACCEPTING CULTURAL & HERITAGE GRANT
Donna Levick motioned to approve Resolution 2026-011, Dante Land seconded the motion. All in favor,
motion passed.

DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS

Technical Services

Myron has been working with our Firewall provider to try and get the firewall upgraded. They have run into an
issue, and it isn’t working. We still have our old firewall up and it’s functional for now.

Myron and Nichole worked on the State Aid application, which she will provide to Board members next
meeting.

Adult Services
Tom Ayars’ application to the Cumberland County Cultural and Heritage Committee was accepted and the
library will be awarded $1320 in grant funds for music programs later this year.
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Circulation

Circulation is continuing to work on the inventory project. Jolie attended NJLA and was a little disappointed
with the available session- most were geared towards Youth Services or Academic librarians. She did attend a
Circulation round table, and they talked about her decision tree she made for getting rid of damaged material.

Youth Services

Terri Carpenter highlighted some of the programs for children and teens. Terri has been scheduling a lot of
outreach with local schools. Teens from one of the schools have been encouraged to come out and join our
Teen Club meetings. Terri, Carey and Tressie were all able to attend NJLA and though they enjoyed the
offerings, their high-light was meeting Mychal Threets, a library-world celebrity and the new host of Reading
Rainbow.

OLD BUSINESS

New Confidential Secretary

Interviews have been conducted and Director Nichole Gardner has selected Michael McGill as the candidate.
He is currently going through onboarding with the County, and she hopes he will be able to start on Monday.
Donna Levick motioned to approve hiring Michael, Dante Land seconded the motion. All in favor, motion
passed.

Genora asked about compensation for the Assistant. Nichole Gardner said that it was listed in the job
description but thought it should be discussed in Executive Session if there were more questions. The offered
amount was on par, but not higher, than the previous secretary. Genora said that was enough of an answer
and didn’t need to go to Executive Session.

Bart let Dante know that there is training required for Board members. Nichole will email that to Dante.

NEW BUSINESS

CFO Jeff Ridgeway resigned

Jeff Ridgeway decided that continuing as the CFO was not sustainable and resigned again. The County
Commissioners appointed Kevin Smaniatto (Business Admin) as interim CFO. Commissioner Marchand
(attending virtually) spoke on the situation- he said the County is required to have someone sign off on
financial documents and while the search is ongoing, they need Kevin to fill in. They are also considering using
a third-party CFO service if they cannot find the right candidate.
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Dollar General Grant

Terri Carpenter would like to apply for the Dollar General grant. Because she is doing more outreach, she
would like to use the money to purchase additional library cards and other supplies for visits. The Board asked
that Terri be encouraged to expand out towards Maurice River Township. Donna Levick motioned to approve
Terri apply for the grant, Dante Land seconded the motion. All in favor, motion passed.

Board Contact list
Bart asked that Michael create a contact sheet of all Board members. Director Nichole said she will have him
work on that when he starts.

Playground meeting

The public comment meeting for the new playground has been scheduled for Tuesday, March 25 at 6 pm.
Nichole encourages everyone to attend. Though the meeting goes until 7:30, Planning department asked if
they could have some extra time to pack up. Nichole asked the Board to allow Tom and herself to stay until
8:30. All other staff will leave at 8 pm. Donna Levick motioned to approve staff staying past closing, Dante
Land seconded the motion. All in favor, motion passed.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

The Friends’ bank is up to $4,608. They have agreed to purchase personal hygiene products and baby diapers
for the library restrooms. They have agreed to coordinate with Youth Services to run reading challenge
fundraisers in the Beanstack App. Their next meeting is March 31. Their next book sale is April 16-18 and they
have been getting lots of new donations. They are working hard on organizing the email list. They are
coordinating with the other Friends groups in the County for a showing of the documentary The Librarians at
Bridgeton Public Library and they encourage everyone to attend.

PUBLIC PORTION

Genora Rosypal made a motion to open the public comment section. Dante Land seconded. All in favor,
motion passed.

800 E. COMMERCE STREET e BRIDGETON, NJ 08302
PHONE: 856-453-2210 e FAX: 856-455-4521
WWW.CCLNJ.ORG



> CUMBERLAND
_County LiBRARY

ENGAGE COMMUNITY e PROVIDE ACCESS o INSPIRE LIFE-LONG LEARNING

Public member said that Planning Department recently had a public comment meeting for another project and
she said their layout was great (visuals) and asked if it would be similar for the playground. Director Nichole
confirmed that it would be the same. The public members also commented on the new room set up and said it
was much better (with Board facing the community). She did ask that we project when speaking.

Donna Levick made a motion to close the public comment section. Dante Land seconded. All in favor, motion
passed.

GOOD OF THE ORDER
Director Nichole read an email to Dante Land from William Beck, congratulating him on his new appointment.

ADJOURNMENT 5:54 PM
Donna Levick made a motion to adjourn the meeting with Jacqueline Gates seconding. All in favor. Motion

carried.

Next meeting to be held April 8t , 2026.
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